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hesitate, if necessary, to mark their temper, by a contrary
method. On the whole, it is a magnificent but barbarous
spectacle ; and, however disgusting the principal object, the
accessories of the entertainment are so brilliant and inter-
esting that, whatever may be their abstract disapprobation,
those who have witnessed a Spanish bull-fight will not be
surprised at th@ passionate attachment of the Spanish
people to their national pastime.

CHAPTER YT.

THERE is a calm voluptuousness about Spanish life that
wonderfully accorded with the disposition in which I then
found myself; so that, had my intellect been at command,
I do not know any land where I would more willingly have
indulged it. The imagination in such a country is ever at
work, and beauty and grace are not scared away by those
sounds and sights, those constant cares and changing feel-
ings that are the proud possession of lands which consider
themselves more blessed.

You rise early, and should breakfast lightly, although a
table covered with all fruits renders that rather difficult to
those who have a passion for the most delightful produc-
tions of nature, and would willingly linger over a medley
of grape, and melon, and gourd, and prickly pear. In the
morning you never quit the house; and these are hours
which might be delightfully employed, under the inspiration
of a 'climate which is itself poetry j for it sheds over every-
thing a golden hue which does not exist in the illuminated
objects themselves. I could then indulge only in a calm
reverie, for I found the least exertion of mind instantly ag-
gravate all my symptoms. To exist, and to feel existence
more tolerable, to observe and to remember to record a